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This course will discuss the various ways in which the United 

States, like other countries around the world, tries to influence 

developments within other states by intervening in their 

domestic affairs. Interventions of various kinds, utilizing 

numerous tools, are frequently undertaken by the United 

States with major effects on the intervened country and 

subsequent U.S. foreign policy. The goal of this course is to 

provide a better understanding of such interventions in 

general and a more complete picture of this frequently 

neglected aspect of American foreign policy in particular.  

Accordingly this course will focus on explaining, among other 

things, why interventions of various types are done, their 

effectiveness in achieving their goals and their effects on the 

target and (occasionally) on the U.S.. It will also discuss in 

depth various historical cases of American interventions 

ranging from the early 20th century to the present, widening 

the depth and breadth of student knowledge on American 

foreign policy. The course will cover both military and non-

military forms of interventions including (for example): 

Military interventions in civil wars, FIRCs/regime change 

operations (both the overt and covert types), humanitarian 

interventions, partisan electoral interventions, economic 

sanctions, external help in state-building, and drone warfare.
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